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Challenges of Honeywell Ibasho House in Massaki District, Ofunato City, Japan 
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The Honeywell Ibasho House, a community gathering place in Massaki district, Ofunato City, was opened on June 13, 2013. It was 
dedicated to enrich the lives of local victims affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami of 2011. The concept for the 
Ibasho House was developed by Dr. Emi Kiyota, a gerontology specialist in Washington, D.C. based not-for-profit organization. 
The building, designed by Architecture + Planning Lab., Hokkaido University, uses reclaimed wood framing provided by local 
residents in Rikuzen-takata. Its architecture reflects traditional Japanese house style with modern technologies designed to withstand 
earthquakes. 
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